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April 5, 2019 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

On April 15, 16, and 17, Hillsborough High School will administer the New Jersey Student 

Learning Assessment (NJSLA) to students IN GRADES 9 AND 10 taking Algebra I, Geometry, 

Algebra II, English 9, AND English 10.  Other than a very small number of juniors who will 

also be testing due to their specific circumstances (and will be informed directly by their 

counselors), JUNIORS and SENIORS WILL NOT BE TESTING.  On May 20 and 21, we 

will also administer the NJSLA-Science test, but information will be forthcoming on that closer 

to the date. 

 

On February 22, 2019, the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE) distributed updated 

graduation requirements pertaining to testing.  Parents and students are strongly urged to review 

them completely as there are significant changes from the past.  In short, the students in the 

Classes of 2019 and 2020 are required to demonstrate proficiency through one of three pathways 

(excerpted from the NJDOE’s “New Jersey High School Graduation Assessment Requirements”): 

 

1. Achieve passing scores on high school level NJSLA/PARCC assessments; 

2. Achieve scores defined in the table below on alternative assessments such as the SAT, 

ACT, or ACCUPLACER; or 

3. Submit, through the district, a student portfolio appeal to the NJDOE. 

 

(Provisions are made for students with IEPs that specify an alternative way to demonstrate 

proficiency.) 

 
  

IMPORTANT!!! 

PLEASE READ VERY CAREFULLY.  

THERE ARE MANY CHANGES 

FROM PAST TESTING AND 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS! 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf
https://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/parents/GradReq.pdf


NJSLA Testing Schedule 

April 5, 2019 

Page 2 of 3 

 

 

For the Class of 2021 and beyond, the “NJDOE will continue to work with the New Jersey State Board 

of Education to address, through the regulatory process, the Appellate Division’s December 31, 2018, 

decision.”  In short, this means that the assessment requirements for graduation for students who are 

currently freshmen and sophomores HAVE NOT BEEN DETERMINED.  While there is no guarantee 

that this is the case, past transitions from one test to another have resulted in assessment scores that have 

been grandfathered.  We always urge students to take and pass the first tests that they can so that, when 

the transitional period has ended, they are primed to have already met any newly announced 

requirements.  Therefore, students in grades 9 and 10 ARE STRONGLY URGED to take and do their 

best on all sections of the NJSLA-ELA (English Language Arts) and NJSLA-M (Mathematics) tests when 

they are offered during the week of April 15.  This is the most prudent course of action and will 

drastically reduce the likelihood of stressful, truly high-stakes testing for them when they are juniors and 

seniors with little time remaining to meet all graduation requirements. 

 

At Hillsborough High School, the NJSLA-ELA and NJSLA-M tests will be administered to students on: 

 

 Monday, April 15:  Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2  - Units 1 and 2 

 Tuesday, April 16:  English 9, English 10 – Units 1 and 2 

 Wednesday, April 17:  English 9, English 10 - Unit 3 

 

The NJSLA will begin at 7:30 AM during all three days of testing. 

 

In order to make the appropriate number of classrooms and faculty members available to facilitate the most 

conducive testing environment for this high stakes assessment, there will be an adjusted schedule for 

students who are not testing.
 

DATE STUDENTS TESTING STUDENTS NOT TESTING 

April 15, 16, 17 

 

Arrival 7:30 AM 

 

Regular bus transportation 

provided.  

Report directly to testing room. 

Arrival 10:30 AM 

 

Seniors report to Commons; 

underclassmen report to the Main 

Gym. 

 

Bus transportation provided on a 

three-hour delay; buses will pick up 

at regular stops three (3) hours after 

normal pick-up time. 

 

If you plan to drive your child(ren) to school for the late arrival, you must drop freshmen, 

sophomores, and juniors off at the gym entrance only.  Seniors should enter through the front 

entrance only.  Students are only permitted to enter the building through these two entrances and 

are to report directly to the gymnasium (grades 9, 10, 11) or the Commons (grade 12). 

 

In the event there is a delayed opening due to inclement weather, NJSLA testing will not occur.  All 

students would arrive to school according to the regular delayed opening schedule, and we will operate a 

typical delayed opening bell schedule for classes.  If there is an emergency school closing or delayed 

opening on a day of testing, NJSLA testing will resume the next full day of school.  As necessary, more 

specific information would be relayed via SchoolMessenger alert at that time. 

http://www.edlawcenter.org/assets/files/pdfs/secondary%20reform/In_Re_Standards_and_Assessment_R.pdf
http://www.edlawcenter.org/assets/files/pdfs/secondary%20reform/In_Re_Standards_and_Assessment_R.pdf
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Shared time vocational students in grades 9 and 10 are expected to be present at Hillsborough High School 

for NJSLA testing if enrolled in any of the NJSLA-tested courses (Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, English 

9, English 10).  Transportation to VoTech will run as usual on NJSLA days; however, the testing windows 

vary each day so the ending times are inconsistent.  If PM VoTech students are done and able to get the bus 

for VoTech, they should take it.  If they are not done in time or are AM VoTech students, the principal at 

VoTech has been informed of our testing window and is aware that it may impact student attendance for 

testing days. 

 

Materials Required for Testing 

 

 Fully charged district Chromebook (Responsibility of STUDENT) 

 Individual headphones or ear buds that work with the Chromebook (Responsibility of 

STUDENT) 

 External Mouse (Recommended but not required.  Student may opt to add a mouse rather than 

use the Chromebook touch pad.  STUDENT responsibility.) 

 Paper/pencil (Supplied by school) 

 Calculator (Built into the test navigation software or supplied by school when required by 

IEP/504) 

 **Leisure Reading Material** (Students are urged to bring school-appropriate, leisure reading 

material to fill any time remaining when testing is done.  Reading material must be in hard copy 

form as other digital/electronic/cellular devices are NOT permitted in the testing room while testing 

is underway.  Students may not read textbooks, doodle, draw, or play on phones… hard copy leisure 

reading only!) 

 

English and math teachers will continue to review the NJSLA structures within their classes to familiarize 

students with the online format of the test and to allow the students to see sample problems so that they 

understand the construct of the test itself.  In addition, an “infrastructure test” was run in homeroom one 

morning to allow teachers and students the chance to practice logging in and accessing the test navigation 

module, as well as to give the students the chance to explore a sample test to practice using the online 

tools and manipulating the testing environment itself to build their comfort level.  The NJSLA tests align 

with the state standards, to which Hillsborough’s curricula are aligned, so any in-class NJSLA review is 

also a part of the content we already teach in our curriculum. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation with this very important state-mandated NJSLA testing program.  If you 

have any questions regarding the NJSLA test or late arrival, please contact your child’s school counselor, 

who is ready to assist. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Karen A. Bingert 

Principal 


